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Surfing is a celebrated part of the
Southern California beach scene,
along with swimming, volleyball,
biking, sailing and sunbathing. One
of the Bay's prime surfing spots is
Surfrider Beach. As many as 2 mil-
lion people visit Bay beaches on a
summer day.

OceAN Lire — THe GrAY WHALE

Once nearly hunted to extinction,
today 20,000 gray whales swim
through the Bay on their 12,000
mile round-trip from the Bering Sea
to Baja California. View them
between December and May at
Point Vicente.
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BAck FROM THE BRink?

THE CALIFORNIA LEAST TERN

California least terns make simple
nests — just a scrape in the sand
will do. With their fragile nests easi-
ly destroyed by beachgoers, stray
pets, and shoreline development, the
least tern was nearing extinction.
Today, fenced nesting areas at
Venice Beach and Playa del Rey are

helping this endangered species MunicipaL AND [NDUSTRIAL DiSCHARGES

Each day, two municipal sewage
treatment plants and an oil refinery

recover.

discharge nearly 800 million gallons
of treated wastewater into the Bay
(enough to fill the Los Angeles Col-
iseum almost twice). Three electric
power generating stations use over a
billion gallons of seawater daily to
cool condensers.

Toxic ResIDuEs AND THE WHITE CroAKER
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[\ETROPOLIS BY THE BAY

With nearly 9 million people, Los
Angeles County is one of the world's
most populous coastal areas. If

the County were a country, its eco-
nomic output would be the world's
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